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Desent Sea

Lyrics and Music by Luke Byrne.

Lyric text adapted from historical sources.

Beyond the painted hills,
Beneath a cobalt sky,
Lie scattered stones and seashells

Washed smooth by ancient tides.

Like the surface of a forsaken moon,
Printless sands and waterless shores.
A pale blue shape

On a folded, faded map,

Evaporated to white...

Softly yet it sounds,
The dormant heart, deep underground.
Standing still in time, horizons lost in silence,

To the eternal desert sea...

A vision of a new Galilee
Brought ships across the sand.
The flight of an ill-fated bluebird

Across the white wasteland.

Broken dreams dissolve into mirage beneath the sun,

On this ghost lake like shadows we float on invisible waves...
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Softly yet it sounds,
The dormant heart, deep underground.
Standing still in time, horizons lost in silence,

To the eternal desert sea...

Kati thanda...

From distant lands and oceans
Come birds in a swarming scene.
Wildflow’rs in gold and indigo

Frame waters blue and green.

Rains flow over dry ground,

Flooding the land with colour and sound.
The cycle turns again,

The once-dead heart awakens:

The eternal desert sea.

Luke Byrne October 2015
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Original program note from “To Be Sung on Water” concert for which Desert Sea was
commissioned by Sydney Philharmonia Choirs:

I have always been fascinated by Lake Eyre, the "great lake" of Australia that is (mostly)
completely dry. It occupies a unique place in our cultural geography and imagination, and
before the discovery of Uluru it was the symbolic centre of our continent, the "dead heart". In
the last few years Lake Eyre has been in flood and yielded almost hallucinatory photos, but |
wanted to capture both of its characters. One day, hopefully soon, I'll actually get there.

A huge influence on this work was the award-winning photography of Peter Elfes, who |
serendipitously met in the Royal Botanic Gardens at the time Desert Sea was premiered
nearby at the Sydney Opera House. The language of explorers like Charles Sturt and writers
like DH Lawrence have found their way into the text of this piece, but it was these unearthly,
almost unbelievable photos that lent the music its character.

Source: http://www.peterelfesphotography.com/sites/peterelfesphotography.com/files/Red-Edgel.jpg?1340858815
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SATB Choir W Siﬂ

& Percussion

for Sydney Philharmonia Chamber Singers, MUjSIC by Luke Byme
"to be sung on water" Lyrics by‘ Luke Byrne,
Premiered Sydney Opera House Utzon Room, 21/11/15 adapted from historical texts
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Desert Sea - Luke Byrne
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Desert Sea - Luke Byrne
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